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DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY, NATIONAL NUCLEAR SECURITY ADMINISTRATION
PREPARES A NEW ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FOR OPERATING THE
BIOSAFETY LEVEL-3 FACILITY AT LOS ALAMOS

LOS ALAMOS, NM, Jan, 22, 2004 — The NNSA announces it deciglon to prepers a new
environmental azsessmant (EA) for potential environmental impacts regarding operation of & newly
constructad biosafety level-3 (BSL-3) facility at the Los Alamos National Laharatory. New
circumstances and informetion relevant to environmental concerns bearing on the operation of the BSL-3
Facility have arisen since the building was constucted. The NNSA jssued an initial BA and Pinding of
Wao Significent Impact (FONSI) for the construction end cperation of the BSL-3 Facility on Fabruary
26, 2002, As a result of the new cirownstances and information relsvant o the operation of the BSL-3
Facility, the NNSA haz withdrawn the Febreary 2002 FONSI for operating the BLS-3 laboratories, as
such, within the BSL-3 Fagility

The new BA will analyze new ¢ircimstamess and information that were not congidered in the originel
EA because they arose after the preparation of the original EA. The purpose of the new Ea will be o
determine whether operating the facility in light of the new eirenmstances and information may
"significantly affect the quality of the human environment," thereby requiring preparation of an
Ervironmental Impact Statement under the Nationsl Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), If not, the
INMNSA will 1z2zue a new FONSL

The NNSA plans to issue a draft of the new EA for public review and comment. The NNSA
aticipates thet the draft EA may be ready for review in approximately 3 to ¢ months. The iming of
ary further NEPA dacumentation will depend upon the outcome of the analysis contained In the EA



