
Talking Points: Reject Heather Wilson As Air Force Secretary 

Donald Trump promised to drain the swamp in Washington, DC. Instead, he added to the 
muck by nominating Heather Wilson to be the next Air Force Secretary. 

• According to two Department of Energy Inspector General reports, ex-
congresswoman Heather Wilson entered into a contract with the Sandia National 
Laboratories while she was still in office. Sandia, which was in her district, started paying 
her $10,000 a month the day after she stepped down from Congress. She then went on to 
get a similar contract with the Los Alamos National Laboratory, also for $10,000 a 
month. These contracts were for “consulting services” that had no written work 
requirements, and her billing justifications did “not meet even minimum standards” for 
federal payments. 1 2

• DOE made both labs pay the government back the ~$430,000 they paid Wilson. 
There is no public record of her paying back one red cent.

• According to an article by the Center for Public Integrity, Wilson was in effect 
double-dipping, being paid by both LANL and Sandia to be at the same meetings. The 
Center’s article also links to damning emails exchanged between Wilson and the manager 
of Sandia Labs, the defense giant Lockheed Martin, obtained through the Freedom of 
Information Act. 3

• Contrary to Wilson’s denials, a Washington Post article quoted DOE Inspector 
General Gregory Friedman (now retired) as saying that Wilson was “deeply, deeply 
involved” in illegal lobbying efforts by Lockheed Martin to extend its $2.4 billion Sandia 
management contract without competition. 4 Lockheed subsequently paid a pittance of 
$4.7 million to settle those charges with the Department of Justice.
 
Bottom line: As Air Force Secretary, Heather Wilson would oversee Lockheed Martin’s 
problem-plagued $1 trillion dollar F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, and other contracts with the 
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world’s largest defense contractor. Heather Wilson was a paid consultant for the Sandia 
Corporation, a wholly owned subsidiary of Lockheed Martin. In order to keep the Sandia 
Labs contract without competition, Lockheed Martin’s Sandia Corporation violated 
federal anti-lobbying laws, in which the DOE Inspector General said Wilson was heavily 
involved (but she denies). Because of this clear conflict of interests and skirting of federal 
anti-lobbying law, the Senate should help drain the swamp by rejecting Heather 
Wilson’s nomination as Air Force Secretary.  
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