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GLOSSARY

ICMB- Intercontinental Ballistic Missile

JASON- a group of eminent scientists who have long advised the federal
government on nuclear weapons issues

kt- kiloton, unit of explosive force equal to 1,000 metric tons of TNT. For example, the nuclear weapons that 
destroyed Nagasaki had a yield of
around 15 kt. Modern nuclear weapons can have yields of 1,000 kt (a megaton) or more.

LEPs- Life Extension Programs, current programs seeking to extend the operational lifetimes of US nuclear 
weapons to 30 to 40 years and in some cases “improve” their military characteristics.

LANL- Los Alamos National Laboratory, responsible for nuclear designs
Linton Brooks- head of the National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA),
the semi-autonomous nuclear weapons agency within the Department of Energy.

LLNL- Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, responsible for nuclear
designs 

RRW- Reliable Replacement Warhead 
(for more, see http://www.ananuclear.org/dc_days06/RRW2006.pdf)

RVs- Reentry vehicles that carry nuclear warheads after re-entering
the atmosphere during the trajectory of an ICBM or SLBM.

SLBM- Submarine Launched Ballistic Missile

SNL- Sandia National Laboratories, responsible for nuclear weapons
engineering

SSP- Stockpile Stewardship Program, whose purported purpose is to
ensure nuclear weapons reliability. Despite $68 billion spent since 1994,
the weapons labs are now claiming that the program is no longer sustainable
and that the Reliable Replacement Warhead program is needed.

Steve Younger- Nuclear weapons theoretician and scientist, mostly at LANL
(for more see http://www.nukewatch.org/importantdocs/resources/NuclearWeaponsIn21stCentury.pdf)

Tri-Lab Report- “Sustaining the Nuclear Enterprise”, LANL, LLNL, SNL, May,
2005 (see http://www.nukewatch.org/facts/nwd/SustainingtheEnterprise.pdf)


