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NukeWatch NM Heads to Washington to Press Congress, Obama Officials
To Stop U.S. Nuclear Weapons “Trillion Dollar Trainwreck” -LANL Whistleblower Chuck Montaño to Be Honored
Three members of Nuclear Watch New Mexico will visit Washington, DC from April
17 to April 20 to oppose U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) nuclear weapons projects, which
they say will lead to a “trillion dollar trainwreck” through out-of control spending, more
radioactive waste generation, and weapons proliferation. The group will meet with the New
Mexican congressional delegation, committee staffers, and administration officials with
responsibility for U. S. nuclear policies to press for new funding priorities.
The Nuclear Watch NM delegation will be working with more than 50 colleagues
from two dozen other states who are participating in the 28th annual Alliance for Nuclear
Accountability "DC Days." They will distribute copies of the ANA’s new report “Trillion
Dollar Trainwreck” a detailed analysis of the Obama Administration’s latest plans to spend
more money on nuclear weapons without truly enhancing U.S. security.
Jay Coghlan, NukeWatch director and president of the ANA Board of Directors, said,
“Massive spending on nuclear weapons ‘modernization’ creates potential catastrophic risks
for U.S. taxpayers, the environment and world peace. We will press policy-makers to cut
programs that fund dangerous DOE boondoggles. The money saved should be redirected to
dismantling weapons and cleaning up the legacy of nuclear weapons research, testing and
production.”
NukeWatch NM Steering Committee member Chuck Montaño will receive
recognition during DC Days from the Alliance for Nuclear Accountability (ANA) at a
reception on April 19, 2015, at the Hart Senate Office Building. He, along with California’s
senior U.S. Senator Diane Feinstein and ranking member of the House Armed Services
Committee Rep. Adam Smith (D.-WA), will be among those honored by ANA for their
efforts to hold the nuclear weapons military-industrial complex accountable. Montaño is
being recognized for his advocacy confronting whistleblower and employee abuse, managerial
malfeasance and fraudulent activity, all of which he documents in his recently released book
detailing the chain of events that led to him becoming a federally protected whistleblower.
Montaño commented that he wrote Los Alamos: Secret Colony, Hidden Truths, “so
people can appreciate the Lab’s full impact and legacy, not just what institutional leaders
want the public to remember. There are important events I document for posterity, which
may otherwise be hidden or erased from memory, and I didn’t want that to happen.”
Jay Coghlan, NukeWatch director, said, “I am very proud of Chuck Montaño, especially
since he’s a Nuke Watch Steering Committee member as well. We depend on people like him
with the inside story to help keep the Lab safe for communities and workers alike. It’s gratifying

to see that the Alliance for Nuclear Accountability and its many member organizations
appreciate his efforts.”
Mr. Montaño, a lifelong Santa Fe area resident, was employed at the Los Alamos
National Laboratory for 32 years, until his forced retirement from the lab in 2010. He is also the
former Director of Fraud and Special Audits for the Office of the New Mexico State Auditor.
The Alliance for Nuclear Accountability (ANA) is a network of three-dozen local,
regional and national organizations representing the concerns of communities downwind and
downstream from U.S. nuclear weapons production and radioactive waste disposal sites.
###
Chuck Montaño’s book Los Alamos: Secret Colony, Hidden Truths
is available at www.losalamosdiary.com

