April 21, 2020
The Honorable Tom Udall
531 Hart Senate Office Building
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Martin Heinrich
303 Hart Senate Office Building
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Via email to https://www.tomudall.senate.gov/contact/email-tom,
https://www.heinrich.senate.gov/contact/write-martin and Congressional staff

Dear Senators Udall and Heinrich:

On April 8, 2020, at Senator Udall’s initiative, you and twenty other senators wrote to the Office
of Management and Budget asking that agency to:

“Instruct all federal agencies to indefinitely extend all open or announced upcoming
public comment periods for rulemakings and administrative actions not related to the
COVID-19 pandemic response...” !

You went on to eloquently state:

“The public is an invaluable source of expertise for agency decision-makers, and their
ability to weigh in on agency decisions advances the good government goals of
accountability. Yet, such meaningful participation is an impossibility for tens of millions
of Americans during this pandemic emergency period. We cannot reasonably expect the
public to redirect attention from protecting themselves and families to comment on
federal agency rules and proceedings that while important, are not related to the crisis at
hand or its response.”

We the undersigned agree with you wholeheartedly. Therefore, we are respectfully requesting
that you both ask the National Nuclear Security Administration (NSAA) to extend the public
comment period for the Draft Los Alamos National Laboratory Site Wide Environmental Impact
Statement Supplement Analysis (LANL SWEIS SA).

On April 1, 2020, more than twenty organizations and individuals (the majority of whom were
New Mexicans) wrote to DOE Secretary Dan Brouillette and NNSA Administrator Lisa Gordon-
Hagerty. They requested that the LANL SWEIS SA comment period be extended to at least June
19, 2020, two months from its original due date. In addition, the Santa Clara Pueblo made its
own independent request as a sovereign government.

In response, the NNSA extended the comment period a mere 15 days to May 8, 2020, claiming
that:

Uhttps://www.tomudall.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/4.8.20%20United%20States%20Senate%20Letter%
20t0%200MB%20Acting%20Director%20Vought%20FINAL%5b1%5d.pdf



“a two month extension of the comment period would have a severe adverse impact on
the detailed planning and coordination of this effort” to expand the production of
plutonium pit bomb cores at the Los Alamos National Laboratory. 2

As you know, expanded plutonium pit production at LANL is a controversial issue that has keen
public interest. But no matter which side of the issue you are on, it’s difficult to believe that an
additional minimum of 30 days for the public to offer comment during the coronavirus pandemic
would be “severe[ly] adverse” to NNSA’s plans. This is hard to swallow for a number of
reasons, including:

* NNSA'’s consistent record of massive cost overruns and broken project schedules.

* The fact that FY 2021 funding for LANL’s radioactive waste-generating nuclear weapons
programs is slated to be increased by a third to $2.9 billion, while at the same time DOE
proposes to cut Lab cleanup by 46% to $120 million; and

* LANL’s chronic track record of nuclear safety infractions, principally reported by the
Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board, while at the same time NNSA has actively sought to
restrict Safety Board access. [ Your efforts to reverse restricted DNFSB access are deeply
appreciated.]

We echo your statement that “The public is an invaluable source of expertise for agency
decision-makers, and their ability to weigh in on agency decisions advances the good
government goals of accountability.” As a specific example, please recall that the Lab undertook
major fire mitigation measures after public comment noted the lack of wildfire analysis in the
1999 draft LANL Site-Wide Environmental Impact Statement. When the very real Cerro Grande
Fire broke out in April 2000, Lab management followed the hypothetical fire scenario in the final
SWEIS, eventually ordering mandatory evacuation. The Cerro Grande Fire itself burned within a
half-mile of Area G, which at the time was storing some 44,000 barrels of radioactive plutonium-
contaminated wastes. In short, fire mitigation measures around Area G prompted by public
comment helped to avert possible catastrophe.

Our point is simple: public comment is good for the Lab and good for the public. In order to

better facilitate that public comment, NNSA should further extend the comment period for the
LANL SWEIS Supplement Analysis.

Therefore, in keeping with your wise words on the need to extend public comment periods
during this unprecedented coronavirus pandemic, we request that you advise the National
Nuclear Security Administration to extend the public comment period for the LANL SWEIS
Supplement Analysis until at least June 19.

Thank you in advance for your efforts on this issue.

Contact person: Jay Coghlan, Nuclear Watch New Mexico, 505.989.7342, jay@nukewatch.org

Respectfully,

2 NNSA letter, April 6, 2020, https://nukewatch.org/nnsa-to-nukewatch-15-day-extension/



Lluvia Lawyer-Aby, The Carnelian Center
Dixon, NM

Kathryn Albrecht, Great Socorro
Women's March , San Antonio, NM

Tom Allen, Arroyo Seco, NM
Chris Allred, Boulder, CO
Mark Asmus, El Prado, NM
Lawrence Baker, El Prado, NM

Bea Balsamo, PAC MPAS
Ranchos de Taos, NM

Jonathan M. Block, Santa Fe, NM
Charles Bonfanti, Taos, NM

Anne E. Bruce, El Prado, NM
AnJanette Brush, Arroyo Seco, NM

Lon Burnam, Dallas Peace and Justice Center
Dallas, TX

Marcia Carmen, El Prado, NM
Raquel Castilla, Santa Fe, NM

David and Rebecca Caron, Valle Escondido,
NM

Terry Clark, MD, W. North Carolina Physicians

for Social Responsibility, Candler, NC
Paula Claycomb, Taos, NM

Tom Clements, Savannah River Site Watch
Columbia, SC

Jay Coghlan, Nuclear Watch NM
Santa Fe, NM

Vina Colley, Portsmouth and Piketon Residents
for

Environmental Safety & Security,
Portsmouth, OH

Jessie Pauline Collins, Citizens' Resistance
at Fermi 2, Redford MI

Laura Cooley, Santa Fe, NM
Hana Crawford, Santa Fe, NM
Andrew Davis, Santa Fe, NM

Dr. Richard Denton, MD Emeritus
Sudbury, Ontario, Canada

Johnny & Peggy De’Scoville, Taos, NM
Paul Devereaux, Penasco, NM

Gay Dillingham, CNS Communications
Santa Fe, NM

Gary Donald, El Rito, NM

Denise Duffield, Physicians for Social
Responsibility, Los Angeles, CA

Jenefer Ellinston, DCStatehoodGreenParty
Washington, DC

Sarah Fields, Uranium Watch
Monticello, UT

Dr. Ann Frisch, White Bear Lake, MN
Janet Gabriel, Arroyo Hondo, NM
Elisa Gagliano - Albuquerque, NM

Mike Carberry, Green State Solutions, lowa
City, IA

Rev. Pamela Gilchrist, Santa Fe, NM
Eda Gordon, Santa Fe, NM

Susan Gordon, Multicultural Alliance
for a Safe Environment, Albuquerque, NM

Cinda K. Graham, Abiquiu, NM
Adam Gutierrez, Albuquerque, NM
Jeanne Green, Taos NM

Janet Greenwald, Citizens for Alternatives to
Radioactive Dumping, Dixon, NM

Jana Gunnell, Taos, NM



Gregory Gutin, Santa Fe, NM

Karen Hadden, Sustainable Energy & Economic
Development Coalition, Austin, TX

Don Hancock. SW Research and Info Center
Albuquerque, NM

Anna Hansen, Santa Fe County Commissioner
Santa Fe, NM

Marilyn Hoff, El Prado, NM

Gudrun Hoerig, Santa Fe, NM

Dee Homans, Santa Fe, NM

Mimi Hurd, Abiquiu, NM

Alice Hirt, Don't Waste Michigan, Holland, MI

Ralph Hutchison, Oak Ridge Environmental
Peace Alliance, Oak Ridge, TN

Kathleen Jackman, El Prado, NM
Mark Jackson, Taos, NM

Eric Jantz, Interim Executive Director
NM Environmental Law Center, Santa Fe, NM

Richard Johnson, Santa Fe, NM

Kevin Kamps, Beyond Nuclear
Takoma Park, MD

Hedwig Kaufman, Monroe, MI

Michael J. Keegan, Coalition for a
Nuclear Free Great Lakes, Monroe, MI

Marylia Kelly, Tri-Valley CAREs
Livermore, CA

Nicholas King, Citizens Caring for the Future
Carlsbad, NM

Laura Kosk, Pilar, NM

Scott Kovac, Nuclear Watch NM
Santa Fe, NM

Sherrie Inez Kotowski, Taos, NM

Betty Kuhn, Santa Fe, NM
John Laforge, Nukewatch, Luck, WI
Amy Larsen, Espanola, NM

Marjorie Luckey, MD, Taos United/Taosenos
Unidos, Taos, NM

Kay Matthews, La Jicarita News
El Valle, N\M

Kenneth E. Mayers, Major USMCR (Ret.d)
Veterans for Peace, Santa Fe, NM

Dave McCoy, Citizen Action
Albuquerque, NM

Robyn McCoullough, Arroyo Seco, NM
Mark McGrory, El Prado, NM

Nancy Sue Michels, Santa Fe, NM
Susan Michetti, Mt. Horeb, WI

Glen Milner, Ground Zero Center
for Nonviolent Action, Poulsbo, WA

Judith Mohling, Rocky Mountain Peace
and Justice Center (RMPJC), Boulder, CO

Ginny Moore, El Prado, NM

Dr. Leroy Moore, (RMPJC), Boulder, CO
Devon Nelson, (RMPJC), Boulder, CO
B. O’Connor, Hampden, MA

James & JM A Olsen, Santa Fe, NM
Christopher Paine, Charlottesville, VA
Lewis E. Patrie, M. D., Asheville, N. C.
Karen Pettit, Ranchos de Taos, NM
Susanne Pinkham, Taos, NM

Jerry Ravnitzky, Mahopac, NY

Deborah Reade, Santa Fe NM



Jean Richards, Des Montes, NM

Carolyn Riman, Santa Fe, NM
Mary Risely, Santa Fe, NM

Erin Sanborn, Las Colonias, NM

Kathy Sanchez, Tewa Women United
Santa Cruz, NM

William Sarokin, El Prado, NM

Sandy Schwartz, Fairholm Builders
El Prado, NM

Suzie Schwartz, Taosenos for Peaceful
and Sustainable Futures, El Prado, NM

Martha Shepp, Questa, NM
Alice Slater, NYC, NY
Jan Smith, Taos, NM

Raenell Soller, Nuclear Watch South
Atlanta, GA

Tyler Sparks, Medanales, NM

Cletus Stein, The Peace Farm, Amarillo, TX
Jean Stevens, Ranchos de Taos, NM

Laura Stewart, Santa Fe, NM

Sophia Stroud, Portland, OR

Ann Suellentrop MS RN, Physicians for Social
Responsibility - Kansas City

Cathie Sullivan, Tesuque, NM

Marilyn and Ed Winter-Tamkin, Santa Fe, NM
David Travis, Taos, NM

Isabel and Virgil Trujillo, Abiquiu, NM

Beata Tsosie, Tewa Women United
Santa Cruz, NM

Barbara Turner, El Rito, NM

Nancy Vann, Safe Energy Rights Group
Peekskill, NY

Enriquetta Vasquez, San Cristobal, NM
Darlene Vigil, Ranchos de Taos, NM
Jennifer Olaranna Viereck, Abiquiu NM

Barbara Warren RN, MS
Citizens’ Environmental Coalition, NYC, NY

Rick Wayman, Nuclear Age Peace Foundation
Santa Barbara, CA

Cynthia Weehler, Santa Fe, NM

Elizabeth West, Santa Fe, NM





