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Watchdogs Denounce Slap on Wrist for Illegal Lobbying Activities  
By the World’s Biggest Defense Contractor 

Demand Real Accountability by Barring Lockheed Martin  
From Future Sandia Labs Contract 

 
Santa Fe, NM – In notice given late Friday the Department of Justice announced a settlement 
with Lockheed Martin over alleged violations of federal anti-lobbying laws to extend its 
management contract of the Sandia Labs without competition. 
 
Jay Coghlan, Director of Nuclear Watch New Mexico, commented:  
  

4.7 million dollars is a slap on the wrist for the world's biggest defense contractor to pay. 
Lockheed Martin clearly broke the law by engaging in illegal lobbying activities to 
extend its Sandia contract without competition, and earned more than 100 million dollars 
while doing so. Moreover, it engaged in deep and systemic corruption, including paying 
Congresswoman Heather Wilson $10,000 a month starting the day after she left office for 
so-called consulting services that had no written work requirements. There should be 
criminal prosecutions for clear violations of federal anti-lobbying laws, and Lockheed 
Marin should be barred from future competition for the Sandia Labs contract, expected 
next year. Holding the revolving gang of greedy politicians and contractors strictly 
accountable is essential as they get ready to fleece the taxpayer during the planned one 
trillion dollar "modernization" for what the nuclear weapons labs are now calling "The 
Second Nuclear Age."   

 
Rep. Heather Wilson was the protégé of the powerful Senator Pete Domenici and was groomed 
to succeed him. Historically the New Mexican congressional delegation has always had deep ties 
to the Los Alamos and Sandia nuclear weapons labs, while the state remains among the poorest 
in the country. In 2013 Nuclear Watch New Mexico discovered through a Freedom of 
Information Act request that Wilson signed her contract with Sandia while still in office, and 
began receiving payment the day after she left Congress. She went on to secure a simultaneous 
contract with the Los Alamos National Laboratory, also for $10,000 a month for “consulting” 
services with no written work requirements.  
   

# # # 
 
The Department of Justice’s settlement agreement is available at  
http://nukewatch.org/importantdocs/resources/Sandia-Settlement-Agreement.pdf 
 
Rep. Heather Wilson’s contract and invoices pursuant to our FOIA request are available at  
http://nukewatch.org/facts/nwd/HeatherWilson-­‐Sandia	
  contract-­‐invoices.pdf	
  

 


